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Topic discussed
during Thursday
forum at NCI

By PAUL COLLINS

MARTINSVILLE —
Some members of a pancl
discussing domestic vio-
lence Thursday night said
they feel a protective order

others said they feel pro-
tective orders help prevent
further violence to vietims,
However, all seemed
to agree that a gmtectivc
order is *not bullet-proof
vest,” as some panelists put
it, if a defendant is deter-
mined to injure or kill a
domestie violence vietim.
The nearly two-hour
Panel discussion, called
‘Community Conversa-

tic Violence Awareness
Month. L
The panel discussion
was held at New Colle
Institute’s building'on the
Baldwin Block and was
by New College
Institute, The Law Office
of Heath Sabin, Southside
Survivor Response Center
and the Longwood School
of Social Work at NCL
Warren Rodgers Jr.,

side Survivor Response
Center-Inc,, opened by
mentioning what brought
about the forum, the mur-
dergof 53-year-old Kathy
Likens. The Martinsville
resident was Killed the
night of July 12,

After conducting a
groung search, Martins-
ville police found her body
July 13 in a wooded, area
between Ellsworth Street

Martinsville about 4:25
p.m. that same dng.

On July 15, 52-year-
old Martinsville resident
Robert Wayne Reynolds
was arrested on a charge
of first-degree murder of

ingto documents
in Martinsville General
District Court and Mar-
tinsville Circuit Court, Lik-
ens requested and received
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At Lhe event Thursday night,
Rodgers held a moment of,
silence to homor the life of Likegs -
“amd all these who have lost therr
lives due o dosmestic violenee”

The LS. Departasent of Justice
“defines domestic violemce as a
pattern of abusive behavior in any,
relationship that is wsed By one’
partner to ain or mainkain power .
and conteod over another intimate
partner, Redgers told the erowd
that domestic valenee isat always
physkenl.

“Damestic violenee cam be physi-
eal, sexual, emotional, economic or
paye ical actions or threats of
actions that influence another pee-
wom, Thismclutlesany bebaviors that
intimddate, mnimu'. humiliate,
isolate. frighten, terrorize, coerce,
threaten, blame, hurt, injure or
wound someone.” he said.

Rodgers added: “As an organi-
FAtION, We Covision a community
that is empowered to end sexusl
and damestic violence and also
equipped to respond Lo varioes
ermsis situations. We seek to fulfill
this mission hy providing crisis
intervention. advocacy, safety ser-
vices and edwcation to empower

ople affected by domestic vio-

emce suxnal assaslt and various
crisi situntions through commu-
mily eollaboration.

In the United States, domestic
vinlence is an alarming and perva
sive that doesn't discrimi-
nate young from old, Rodgers said.
He noted that studses show that in
thix mation ane in four women and
OO0 I SETen men expericnce phivsl
cal whuse hy an intimate partner at
somme point i thelr Tifetime with the

n?m_ of victimizations necurring
at home.

“I'his makes home not the place
of prace and tranquility that it
should offer, This also makes it
alfect everyane im Uhe home, bnelid-
g childeen,” Rodgers said.

When children are exposed to
domestic violence, they are aften
physically, mentally and emotion-
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Rodgers said, the graup members
kow they dom't serateh the sur-
face of the problens in the localities
being served. -~ 1

Panelists included Lt Sandy

Hines of the Martinsville Police
Department; Capt, Troy Easter of
the Hemry County Shent! s Office;
Mattinsville Assistant Commaon-
wealth's Attoeney Pasks Bowen; Ann
Hyltom, chief magistrate for the 21*
Judicial District; Cindy Ebechunlt
fram Hassett Family Proctice; Lisa
Smith of Community Recovery
Program; Julia Sealex, domuestic
viahemer vietim advoeate Toe South-
side Sarvivor Respoose Center; snd
Feleela Watkins, director of emser-
geoey services for Southside Survi
vor Respoase Center.
Heath Sabin, vice president of
the board of directors of Southside
Sarvivor Response Center, moder-
arted the dascussion, asking & varsty
ol questions, including some taken
vig indes esrd from attendecs.

The panelists deseribed the var.
ous serviees they or their agencies
peovide to domestic violence vietims
and the extent to which they are ahle
to cooperte with other agencees (if
domestic violemer victims give per-
missing

Among the challenges panelists
mentioned are domestie violence
victims being reluctant to press
charges or follow through once
charges are filed. Police oficers said
they are required to file charges il
they can determine the predomi-
mant ssoor, which they may oe
mwy ot be shle to doo Magistrtes
are required to file charges if there
is prohehle canse the erime has been
committed and the vietim iscredible.
Victims may be reluctant to file or
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they love their intimate partner:

they have children with their part-
ner; they depesd on theie partner .
for finamcial suppart; they fear for

their oF Uneir childrem safiety; théy
fear going tocourt; they grew up in

a home where there was domestic..
wviokenoe was part of life, .~

Some domestic violenoe viethms
won't give one helping agency per-

“masion to shane confidential infoe-

mathon with snother helping sgency
help, e

Onee a domestic vielence ease
goes to coulrt, & vietim may try to
recant. priv-

Some paselists cited the need
for more community edoeation on
domestic violence and bealthy refa-
ticmships, comtinod tesinbeg for lew
enforcement, the need for truining
for faith leaders to help deal with
tnenestic viokenee.

One question was whether allow-
ing domestic violence victims to
carry s would belp the situation
o¢ make matters worse. Panelists’
opinions varked. Some said it might
help if the domestse vinlence viclim
knew how to use the weapon, or took
u firearm training class and perhaps
self-defense class, and was willing
to secvpt the cossequences for using
the gun. Some said no, the perpetra-
tor might get the victim™ gun and
e it on the vieling. 3

Del. Les Adams, the anly one of
this anea's state begislitors to attend,
though all were invited, asked a
number of questions. L

Abuout 15-20 observers attended
the pamel discussion.

<im an effort to get the vietidh mofe

Pal Colvrs raparts for the Marting.
wike Bubatin and can be reached at
paulcolns@martinsviiebuletin,
«om.

a protective order July 11

against Reynolds. In the
eriminal complaint, Likens
alleged that Reyvnolds, who
she had previously dated,
told her he would kill her.
that he was ﬁgin to use
o hammer when he did it
and that she feared for her
safety after being verbally
attacked by him at her job,

On July 14, the medical
examiner's office declared

See VICTIMS, Page A3



